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Splendor of Consecrated Life
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Revelation 21

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth.
The former heaven and the former earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 I
also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
3 I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling is with the
human race. He will dwell with them and
they will be his people and God himself will
always be with them [as their God]. 4 He will
wipe every tear from their eyes, and there
shall be no more death or mourning, wailing
or pain, [for] the old order has passed away.”
5 The one who sat on the throne said,
“Behold, I make all things new.” Then he
said, “Write these words down, for they are
trustworthy and true.”

A, B ERYSoR,  ERR e B
v BRGNS, DR R 5
1K

the pursuit of perfect charity through the
evangelical counsels draws its origin from the
doctrine and example of the Divine Master
and reveals itself as a splendid sign of the
heavenly kingdom. (Perfectae Caritatis #1)
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By the profession of the evangelical

counsels the characteristic features of

Jesus — the chaste, poor and obedient one
— are made constantly "visible" in the midst
of the world and the eyes of the faithful are
directed towards the mystery of the Kingdom
of God already at work in history, even as it
awaits its full realization in heaven. (Vita
Consecrata #1)
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The consecrated life: a gift to the
Church

the consecrated life is at the very heart of the
Church as a decisive element for her mission,
since it "manifests the inner nature of the
Christian calling" and the striving of the
whole Church as Bride towards union with
her one Spouse. (Vita Consecrata #3)
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they have helped to make the mystery and
mission of the Church shine forth, and in
doing so have contributed to the renewal of
society. (VC #3)
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The living image of the Church as Bride

34. In the consecrated life, particular
importance attaches to the spousal meaning,
which recalls the Church's duty to be
completely and exclusively devoted to her
Spouse, from whom she receives every good
thing. This spousal dimension, which is part
of all consecrated life, has a particular
meaning for women, who find therein their
feminine identity and as it were discover the
special genius of their relationship with the
Lord.

A moving sign of this is seen in the New
Testament passage which portrays Mary with
the Apostles in the Upper Room, in prayerful
expectation of the Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 1:13-
14). We can see here a vivid image of the
Church as Bride, fully attentive to her
Bridegroom and ready to accept his gift. In
Peter and the other Apostles there emerges
above all the aspect of fruitfulness, as it is
expressed in ecclesial ministry, which
becomes an instrument of the Spirit for
bringing new sons and daughters to birth
through the preaching of the word, the
celebration of the Sacraments and the giving
of pastoral care. In Mary the aspect of
spousal receptivity is particularly clear; it is
under this aspect that the Church, through
her perfect virginal life, brings divine life to
fruition within herself.The consecrated life
has always been seen primarily in terms of
Mary — Virgin and Bride. This virginal love is
the source of a particular fruitfulness which
fosters the birth and growth of divine life in
people's hearts.Following in the footsteps of
Mary, the New Eve, consecrated persons
express their spiritual fruitfulness by
becoming receptive to the Word, in order to
contribute to the growth of a new humanity




by their unconditional dedication and their
living witness. Thus the Church fully reveals
her motherhood both in the communication
of divine grace entrusted to Peter and in the
responsible acceptance of God's gift,
exemplified by Mary.God's people, for their
part, find in the ordained ministry the means
of salvation, and in the consecrated life the
incentive to make a full and loving response
through all the different forms of Christian
service. (Vita Consecrata #34)
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Fostering Holiness

39. Today a renewed commitment to holiness
by consecrated persons is more necessary
than ever, also as a means of promoting and
supporting every Christian's desire for
perfection. "It is therefore necessary to
inspire in all the faithful a true longing for
holiness, a deep desire for conversion and
personal renewal in a context of ever more
intense prayer and of solidarity with one's
neighbour, especially the most needy".To the
degree that they deepen their friendship with
God, consecrated persons become better
prepared to help their brothers and sisters
through valuable spiritual activities such as
schools of prayer, spiritual exercises and
retreats, days of recollection, spiritual
dialogue and direction. In this way people are
helped to grow in prayer and will then be
better able to discern God's will in their lives
and to commit themselves to the courageous
and sometimes heroic demands which faith
makes of them. Consecrated persons "at the
deepest level of their being ... are caught up
in the dynamism of the Church's life, which is
thirsty for the divine Absolute and called to
holiness. It is to this holiness that they bear
witness".The fact that all are called to
become saints cannot fail to inspire more and
more those who by their very choice of life
have the mission of reminding others of that
call.
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The evangelical counsels which lead to
charity join their followers to the Church and
its mystery in a special way. Since this is so,
the spiritual life of these people should then
be devoted to the welfare of the whole
Church. From this arises their duty of working
to implant and strengthen the Kingdom of
Christ in souls and to extend that Kingdom to
every clime. (Lumen Gentium #44)
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The profession of the evangelical counsels,
then, appears as a sign which can and ought
to attract all the members of the Church to
an effective and prompt fulfillment of the
duties of their Christian vocation. The people
of God have no lasting city here below, but
look forward to one that is to come. Since
this is so, the religious state, whose purpose
is to free its members from earthly cares,
more fully manifests to all believers the
presence of heavenly goods already
possessed here below. Furthermore, it not
only witnesses to the fact of a new and
eternal life acquired by the redemption of
Christ, but it foretells the future resurrection
and the glory of the heavenly kingdom. Christ
proposed to His disciples this form of life,
which He, as the Son of God, accepted in
entering this world to do the will of the
Father. This same state of life is accurately
exemplified and perpetually made present in
the Church. (Lumen Gentium #44)




